
November 13, 2024 
Town of Erin Public Hearing 

 
Supervisor Schmidt called the Public Hearing on the Town of Erin’s proposed Local Law #2 of 2024 and 
2025 Preliminary Budget to order on this date at 5:31 PM. She then asked the Clerk to call the roll. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: William VanRiper, Jr., Alan Hughson, Michael Shutts, Dawn Schmidt. 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Randy Evans. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENT: Mark Margeson, Jennifer Bates, Harold Spencer. 
 
Supervisor Schmidt welcomed everyone and the workshop began. 
 
Legal Notice is as follows: 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Town of Erin will hold a public hearing at the Town Hall at 1138 
Breesport Road, Erin, NY at 5:30 P.M on the 13th day of November 2024 on proposed Local Law No. 2 of 
2024 to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law 3-C. 
 
Any interested persons may exam Local Law No. 2 of 2024 during the Clerk’s regular office hours: 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 1:00 P.M to 6:00 P.M and Friday 8:00 A.M to 12:00 P.M except holidays 
at the Erin Town Hall. 
 
NOTICE IS FURTHER HEREBY GIVEN THAT the preliminary budget of the Town of Erin for the fiscal year 
beginning January 1, 2025 has been completed and filed in the office of the Town Clerk at 1138 
Breesport Road, Erin, NY where it is available for public inspection during regular office hours. 
 
NOTICE IS FURTHER HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Town of Erin will hold a public hearing regarding the 
preliminary budget at the Town Hall immediately following the Public Hearing on Local Law No. 2 of 
2024 on the 13th day of November 2024 and that at such hearing all interested persons have an 
opportunity to provide written or oral comments on the 2025 Preliminary Town Budget Appropriations. 
 
Pursuant to Section 108 of the Town Law, the proposed salaries of the following elected Town officers 
are hereby specified as follows: 
Supervisor  $  8,009.00 
Deputy Supervisor $  1,688.00 
Councilpersons (4) $  5,996.00 
Town Clerk  $20,379.00 
Town Justice  $  5,402.35 
 
The Town of Erin’s regular monthly Board Meeting to immediately follow the second Public Hearing. 
 
By the order of the Town Board of the Town of Erin 
 
Diane Wise-Hollenbeck 
Erin Town Clerk  



With no comment from the public, a motion was made by Supervisor Schmidt to close the Public 
Hearing on the Town of Erin’s proposed Local Law #2 of 2024 and the 2025 Preliminary Budget at 5:34 
PM.  
 
 
 

November 13, 2024 
Town of Erin Board Meeting 

 
Supervisor Schmidt called the regular meeting of the Erin Town Board to order on this date at 5:34 PM. 
She then asked the Clerk to call the roll. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: William VanRiper, Jr., Alan Hughson, Michael Shutts, Dawn Schmidt.  
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED: Randy Evans. 
 
PUBLIC PRESENT: Mark Margeson, Jennifer Bates, Harold Spencer. 
 
Supervisor Schmidt welcomed everyone and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
A motion was made by M. Shutts and seconded by W. VanRiper, Jr. to pay the audited bills as they 
appear on the General Fund Abstract 11, #147-161, totaling $12,364.90; and the Highway Fund Abstract 
11, #161-178, totaling $27,117.25; and the Street Lighting Fund Abstract 11, #151, totaling $435.51. 
Motion Carried: Ayes W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
A motion was made by A. Hughson and seconded by M. Shutts to dispense with the reading of the 
minutes from the regular Board Meeting on October 10, 2024 and approve the minutes. 
Motion Carried: Ayes: W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

• Received notice that the Town of Veteran is enacting a local law to impose. a six-month 
moratorium on tier 3 solar energy installations. A copy of the notice was given to the 
Board members.  

 
AGENDA FOR THE TOWN OF ERIN BOARD MEETING NOVEMBER 13, 2024; 

1. RESOLUTION 43-2024 TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2024 TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY 

ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-C 

2. RESOLUTION 44-2024 TO ADOPT 2025 BUDGET AS PRESENTED 

3. RESOLUTION 45-2024 Lead Agency Designation and Negative Declaration of Environmental 

Significance Declaration for Christmas and Associates, Inc. 

4. RESOLUTION 46-2024 Lead Agency Designation and Negative Declaration of Environmental 

Significance Declaration for Theodore and Onolea Herforth.  

 
RESOLUTION 44-2024  
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2024 TO OVERRIDE THE 2025 TAX CAP LIMIT 
Resolution By: M. Shutts 
Seconded By: A. Hughson 



 
TOWN OF ERIN LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2024 

A LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-C 
 
Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Erin as follows: 
 
Section 1. Legislative Intent:  It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real 
property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Erin pursuant to General Municipal Law 3-C, and to 
allow the Town of Erin to adopt a budget for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2025 and ending 
December 31, 2025 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by 
General Municipal Law 3-C. 
 
Section 2. Authority: This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law 3-C, 
which expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law 
approved by a vote of at least 60% of the Town Board. 
 
Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override: The Town Board of the Town of Erin, County of Chemung, is hereby 
authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2025 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of 
the amount otherwise prescribed in General Municipal Law 3-C. 
 
Section 4. Severability: If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the 
application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance shall be adjusted by any court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order of judgment shall not affect, impair, 
or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or 
corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgement or order shall 
be rendered. 
 
Section 4. Effective Date: This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the secretary of 
State. 
Motion Carried: Ayes: W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 44-2024  
RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 2025 BUDGET 
Resolution By: W. VanRiper, Jr. 
Seconded By: A. Hughson 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Erin hereby adopts the 2025 budget as presented 
today, November 13, 2024 by the Bookkeepers. 
Motion Carried: Ayes: W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
RESOLUTION 45-2024 
Lead Agency Designation and Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance Declaration for 
Christmas and Associates, Inc. 
Resolution By: D. Schmidt 
Seconded By: M. Shutts 



WHEREAS; The proposed action involves an application from Christmas and Associates, Inc. from 
Camden, New York. To subdivide a 63-acre parcel of vacant land located on Marsh Road with the back of 
the parcel bordering the Palmer Road, Erin, New York (Map Parcel No 063.0-1-30.002), and 

WHEREAS; The proposed project requires a Special Use Permit from the Erin Town Board and is 
a Type II action pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), 6 NYCRR 
Part 617, and 

Whereas; A short Environmental Assessment Form, Part 1 was submitted by the applicant, along 
with application materials, and 
 Whereas; In accordance with Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to Article 8 
(State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law, and 
 Whereas; The Town of Erin Planning Board has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment 
Form (SEAF) for the action dated August 14, 2024 as submitted by Christmas and Associates, Inc. from 
Camden, New York, and 
 Whereas, The Town of Erin Planning Board did hold a preliminary SEQR review on October 28, 
2024, and 
 Whereas; the Erin Town Board as Lead Agency, has reviewed the preliminary SEQR findings of 
the Town of Erin Planning Board, and determined that the proposed action described below will not 
have a significant effect on the environment. 
 Now Therefore Be It Resolved; that the Erin Town Board adopts the findings and conclusions 
relating to probable environmental effects contained within the attached SEAF and Negative Declaration 
and authorizes the Responsible Officer of the Town Board of the Town of Erin is hereby authorized and 
directed to take such further steps as might be necessary to discharge the Lead Agency’s responsibilities 
on this action. 617.7 State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Negative Declaration Notice of 
Determination of Nonsignificance. 
Motion Carried: Ayes: W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
 
RESOLUTION 46-2024 
Lead Agency Designation and Negative Declaration of Environmental Significance Declaration for 
Theodore and Onolea Herforth 
Resolution By: M. Shutts 
Seconded By: W. VanRiper, Jr.  

WHEREAS; The proposed action involves an application from Theodore and Onolea Herforth, 
3596 S. Hill Road, Burdett, NY 14818 to subdivide a portion of the 113.30 acre lots consisting of 8.085 
acres of vacant land, for the purpose of selling the 8.085-acre parcel to a continuous neighbor.  Located 
next to 1584 Breesport-North Chemung Road, Erin, NY (Map Parcel No 61-0-1-1) and 

WHEREAS; The proposed project requires a Special Use Permit from the Erin Town Board and is 
a Type II action pursuant to the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), 6 NYCRR 
Part 617, and 

Whereas; A short Environmental Assessment Form, Part 1 was submitted by the applicant, along 
with application materials, and 
 Whereas; In accordance with Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to Article 8 
(State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law, and 
 Whereas; The Town of Erin Planning Board has reviewed the Short Environmental Assessment 
Form (SEAF) for the action dated July 29, 2024 as submitted by Theodore and Onolea Herforth, and  
 Whereas, The Town of Erin Planning Board did hold a preliminary SEQR review on October 28, 
2024, and 



 Whereas; the Erin Town Board as Lead Agency, has reviewed the preliminary SEQR findings of 
the Town of Erin Planning Board, and determined that the proposed action described below will not 
have a significant effect on the environment. 
 Now Therefore Be It Resolved; that the Erin Town Board adopts the findings and conclusions 
relating to probable environmental effects contained within the attached SEAF and Negative Declaration 
and authorizes the Responsible Officer of the Town Board of the Town of Erin is hereby authorized and 
directed to take such further steps as might be necessary to discharge the Lead Agency’s responsibilities 
on this action. 617.7 State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Negative Declaration Notice of 
Determination of Nonsignificance. 
Motion Carried: Ayes: W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  



 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 Town Attorney- Attorney has reached out to the Association of Towns to see if the labor law can 
be implemented in local law. She has been referred to another portion of the state to get clarification.  
 Planning Board-Deda Cedar- Herforth and Christmas permits have been submitted to the 
County. Because there is so much vacant land being sold in the Town, the Town should look into NYS 
campground laws which is considered anything over 5 acres. The Town can enact the same law but 
lower the number of campers to two or three. Towns can make laws more restrictive. Campers need to 
follow the health department regulations. Supervisor Schmidt asked Deda to figure out something and 
present it to the Board at the next meeting. In the Towns current local law, there must be a minimum of 
750 square feet of living space to be a dwelling. The campers are under that. They are still working on 
section 1100 procedures for special permits. They follow a certain procedure but a lot of it is not written 
in the law and it should be.  

Parks, Recreation, and Senior Committee-Deda Cedar- The Halloween party at the fire 
department had a good turnout. The Senior Halloween did not have a good turnout due to a benefit 
happening the same day/time. The Senior Christmas lunch will be 12/4 at the fire station. So far 43 have 
signed up to attend. The Senior group officer election will be in December also. The Town Christmas 
party will be 12/14 at 6:00 pm. The Food Truck served 183 last month and will be at the Town Hall this 
Friday.  
 Code Enforcement-John McCracken- Excused from meeting. 
 Highway Superintendent-Steve Tyler- Since the last meeting they have been trimming trees and 
cleaning leaves out of the ditches to keep pipes from getting plugged. They went to the Town of 
Horseheads for annual training on right to know, Hazmat and workplace violence. Steve met with Kristin 
Griffith to update the hazardous mitigation and evacuation plan in case of a disaster. Truck #7 is back 
from being repaired from last year’s accident. They are putting a new floor piece under the floor chain 
on truck #4. They are working on all the equipment getting it ready for winter. They removed the boards 
and tires off the old equipment trailer and he is asking the Board’s permission to put it up for surplus 
equipment and take it to the scrap yard.  
 
A motion was made by M. Shutts and seconded by D. Schmidt to scrap the trailer mentioned above. 
Motion Carried: Ayes: W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
 Chemung County Representative-Mark Margeson- The budget process has started. There was a 
presentation last night at the Legislative meeting and there were no questions. The budget will likely 
 be approved next Wednesday. The levy is changing. There will be no changes in the allocations of the 
sales tax. A local law will be signed to have the tents taken down. There are also issues with the gazebos 
in the parks. There have been challenges with personal safety in the City of Elmira. They are having a 
meeting to set up a public safety plan.  
 Supervisor-Dawn Schmidt- The dog shelter failed the state inspection on 10/17. They received a 
letter that violations must be fixed prior to another inspection in 30 days. The resolution from the Fire 
Department was received approving their final budget for 2025. Sheriff Department sent report for 
October. There were 25 incident reports, 3 uniform traffic tickets, 4 traffic stops, and 2 accidents. 
September had 14 traffic stops and 1 felony arrest.  
Council Member VanRiper, Jr. asked Steve Tyler about the bridge on Langdon. Steve said the outside 
beam had a crack in it that was repaired and is scheduled to be replace next year. Discussed the need 
for it to be widened.  
Supervisor Schmidt will look into a CFA application to finish the building and address the drainage issue. 
 
 



HEARING OF THE PUBLIC 
 Jennifer Bates- Curious when the Hometown Hero flags will be coming down. Steve Tyler will be 
replacing the Hometown Hero flags with the winter ones sometime next week. Jennifer also expressed 
an interest in being the Town Historian.  
 Deda Cedar-State Troopers are using the park to train tracking dogs.   
 
With no further comments from the public Supervisor Schmidt closed this portion of the meeting. 
 
A motion was made by M. Shutts and seconded by W. VanRiper, Jr. to adjourn the meeting at 6:17 PM.  
Motion Carried: Ayes: W. VanRiper, Jr., A. Hughson, M. Shutts, D. Schmidt. Nays: None. 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 

 

 


